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What is PIUG? 
                                  

                                
 
 

Non-profit organization for individuals with professional, scientific or technical 
interest in patent information  

 
Mission Statement 

• To support, assist, improve and enhance the success of patent information 
professionals through leadership, education, communication, advocacy and 

networking. 
 

• Promote and improve the retrieval, analysis and dissemination of patent 
information.  
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Brief History 

• 1988 – PIUG was born, first discussion list on DialMail 
• 1989 – First annual one-day business meeting,  first newsletter 
• 1992 – First Northeast Conference held in New Brunswick, New Jersey 
• 1998 – First multi-day annual conference on technical topics,  

             PIUG Service awards, 500th subscriber to discussion list 
• 1999 – PIUG Incorporated, leading to Board of Directors 
• 2002 – Over 1400 discussion list subscribers 

             first Brian Stockdale Memorial Award  
• 2007 – First Boston Biotechnology Conference 
• 2008 – 20th Anniversary of PIUG, record attendance of 400 at annual conference 
• 2009 – PIUG Education & Training Task Force initiated 

             Wiki Discussion List replaced discussion list 
• 2010 –  Partnership with WIPO 

              PIUG Fundamentals of Patent Information Course initiated  
     PIUG Chair invited speaker at PIAC 2010 
     PIUG – PIAC initiate reciprocal participation at respective Exhibits 
     Chinese subchapter initiated – Zheng Wu (PIUG China Lead) 
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Brief History 

• 2011 – PIUG partners with USPTO, EPO and CEPIUG to support CPC project 
             PIUG begins partnerships with AIIP, LES, IRF and AALL 
             PIUG Newsletter goes digital; PIUG receives entry in Wikipedia 

• 2012 – First Australian elected as PIUG Chair 
              PIUG Brochure becomes available in Mandarin and English 

• 2013 – 25th Anniversary of PIUG 
    First Stu Kaback Business Impact Award 

• 2014 – PIUG is invited to become a non-governmental permanent WIPO Observer 
• 2015 – PIUG is granted WIPO Observer Status 

    PIUG publishes 2014 Salary Survey 
             USPTO-EPO CPC Annual Meeting in conjunction with PIUG Annual  Conf 

• 2016 –  PIUG participates in WIPO Standards (CWS) Legal Status Task Force 
             PIUG Patent Searching Fundamentals Course offered at USPTO 
             PIUG FTO Fundamentals Course added to roster 
             PIUG partners with IPPH (SIPO) to host 2016 PIUG –PIAC Asia Session 

        A full list of PIUG Milestones is available. 
 
  
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wiki.piug.org/display/PIUG/PIUG+Milestones
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PIUG Members – By Member Type 
Current Membership as of August 22, 2016 

86%  
“Regular”  
Members 

6%  
Emerging Country  

Members 
4%  

Unemployed  
Members 

3%  
Retiree  

Members 

< 1%  
Student  
Members 

Total Number of Members = 532 
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PIUG Members – By Country 
Current Membership as of August 22, 2016 

USA = 374   
  Members 
           
        ~ 72 % 

Outside US = 148 Members 
                        28% 
           

US Members = 384 
             72% 
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Current Non-US Members  
as of August 22, 2016 

148 members 
25 countries 
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Current Asia-Pac Members  
as of August 22, 2016 

52 members 
8 countries 
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Board of Directors 
(as of 1st June) 

• Martha Yates (Chair 2016-2018)  
• Stephen Adams (Vice Chair 2016-2018)  
• Malcolm Hallam (Treasurer 2016-2018)  
• Shelley Pavlek (Secretary 2016-2018)  
• Elliott Linder (Immediate Past Chair 2016-2018)  
• Heather Simmons (Director at Large 2016-2020) 
• Ron Kaminecki (Director at Large 2014-2018) 
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PIUG Conferences 

• Annual Conference (3 Days)  
• April/May of each year (before June 1) 
• East Coast, Midwest/West  USA 
• Pre- and Post conference workshops 
• Exhibits Hall 

• Northeast USA Regional Conference (1 Day)  
• Sept/October of each year 
• New Jersey 
• Pre- and Post conference workshops 
• Exhibits Hall 

• Biotechnology Conference (1 Day) 
• February of each year 
• Boston, MA or San Francisco Bay Area 
• Pre- and Post conference workshops 

• PIUG-PIAC Asia Session (Half-day) 
• September @ PIAC Conference 
• Beijing, China 
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Learning from the Experts  
@ PIUG Conferences 

PIUG 2013 Annual Conference 
April 27 – May 2, 2013, Alexandria, VA 

 
“Celebrating our Past 25 Years... Preparing for Our Future: 

Best Practices for Keeping Up with the Rapidly Changing Patent Landscape” 
 

• Keynote Speaker - Teresa Stanek Rea,  
                                Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and  
                                                       Acting Director of the USPTO  
  
 
• “Case Study: Using Multiple Online and Single Country Legal Status Databases  

 to Resolve Licensing Fee Issues” – Carol Bachmann,  
 Adv Patent Info Specialist, 3M, 1st Recipient of Stu Kaback Business Impact Award 

 

• CPC Workshop by USPTO and EPO 

Kathleen Kahlen (USPTO), Pierre Held (EPO) (C), 
Christopher Kim (USPTO) (R)  
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Learning from the Experts  
@ PIUG Conferences 

John Cabeca (L), Michelle Lewes (R) 
     USPTO                 Genentech 

PIUG 2015 Biotechnology Conference 
February 16-20, 2015, South San Francisco, CA 

 
“Maximizing Value in Biotechnology Searching with New Technologies and Trends”  

 
 

• “FTO and Patentability Searches: Meeting Business Goals” 
 Michelle Lewis, Patent Attorney, Genentech 
 
• “ Updates & Initiatives from the USPTO” 

           John Cabeca, Director, Silicon Valley USPTO  
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Learning from the Experts  
@ PIUG Conferences 

PIUG 2015 Northeast Conference 
October 12-14, 2015, New Brunswick, NJ 

 
 

“Using Patent Information to Support Selection of  
Nonproprietary Names for Pharmaceuticals: Part 2 – Biologics” 
 A.J. D'Ambra, Information Consultancy Team, Novartis 

 
“Global Patent Prosecution” 
                Jessica Patterson, USPTO Program Manager, Office of International Patent Cooperation  
 
 

http://www.piug.org/ne15program#top
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Learning from the Experts  
@ PIUG Conferences 

PIUG 2015 Annual Conference 
May 2-7, 2015, Lombard, IL 

 
“From Search Strategy to Business Strategy: 

Domestic and International Practices, Styles, and Viewpoints” 
 
 

“WIPO’s Portal to Authoritative Patent Register Sources” 
Lutz Mailänder, Head, Patent Information Section, World Intellectual Property Organization 
  
 
“Keeping R&D Up to Date on Competitive IP Activity” 
 Sara Peters, R&D IP Strategy Grp, & Susan Jacobson, Patent Research Scientist, General Mills  
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Learning from the Experts  
@ PIUG Conferences 

PIUG 2016 Annual Conference 
May 21-26, 2016, Vancouver, WA 

 
“Patent Information: Our Continuing Quest For Quality” 

 
“Moderated Q&A Panel on Patent Searcher Certification” 
Andrea Davis (Nuvasive), Susanne Hantos (Davies Collison Cave),  
Chirag Shah (University of Illinois), Michael Wustmans (University of Bremen) 
  
 
 
     “Update from the European Patent Office (EPO)” 
      Daniel Shalloe, Head of Department - Events, Training, Publications at European Patent Office 
 
 
 
“Quality at Source: Understanding the "Dirty Database" Syndrome” 
 Stephen Adams, Managing Director of Magister Ltd 
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Networking Opportunities  
@ PIUG Conferences 

http://www.piug.org/ne15program#top
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Connecting via 
eCommunications Network 

• PIUG Website – www.piug.org 
• PIUG Disc Forum/Wiki  - wiki.piug.org 
• PIUG LinkedIn Group - 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/81931 
• PIUG LinkedIn Company page 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/7944100 
• PIUG Twitter - http://twitter.com/piug 

http://www.piug.org/
http://wiki.piug.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/81931
https://www.linkedin.com/company/7944100
http://twitter.com/piug
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• Users ask  “Does anyone know…?”  and engage in 
“what works, what doesn’t, tips on how to fix 
problems 

• Users directly add to Forums, Blog, pages on Wiki 
• Patent Offices communicate proposals and activities 
• Vendors post products and services information  
• Employers post job openings to target audience 
• Knowledge base of useful patent information 
• “Members Only” site in line with member benefits  

 

 Benefits – Learning & Networking 
Opportunities 
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 Select Wiki Topics 
Users ask questions 
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 Select Wiki Topics 
Patent experts share knowledge 
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 Select Wiki Topics 
PIUG announces training workshops  

& special awards 
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 Select Wiki Topics 
Patent Offices communicate activities  
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 Select Wiki Topics 
Vendors post products/services 

information and training 
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 Select Wiki Topics 
Employers post job openings 



Membership Benefits 

• Conference materials from PIUG meetings 
• PIUG sponsored salary surveys 
• eNewsletter & Newsletter archives 
• Reduced individual subscription rate to World Patent 

Information, Pharmaceutical Patent Analyst and  the 
JSTOR digital resource. 

• Access to PIUG membership directory 
 * Reduced Annual Membership Fee for Emerging Countries 

- $50/year 
 * Introductory Special Rate - $20/year if you register before 

Oct. 1, 2016 http://www.piug.org/membership 
 
 25 

http://www.piug.org/membership
http://www.piug.org/page-1403341
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PIUG Functional Committees 

• Membership – Seth Mendelson, Acting Chair 
• Member Relations Committee – Suzanne Robins, Chair 
• Newsletter – Vanessa Peña, Editor  
• Electronic Communications Committee – Tom Wolff, Chair 
• Sponsorship Committee – Jane Thompson, Chair 
• Education and Training Committee – John Zabilski, Chair 
• Certification Committee – Susanne Hantos and Ron 

Kaminecki, Co-Chairs 
• Partnerships and Patent Offices Committee – Cynthia 

Barcelon-Yang and Stephen Adams, Co-Chairs 
• Bylaws Committee – Martha Yates, Chair 
• Nominating and Election Committee – Ken Koubek, Chair 
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Select Committee Highlights 

• Electronic Communications Committee  
• Education and Training Committee  
• Partnerships and Patent Offices Committee  
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Electronic Communications 
Committee (ECC) 
Tom Wolff, Chair 

 • Objective 
• Foster communication and collaboration within the 

global patent information users community  

• Activities 
• PIUG Website – www.piug.org 
• PIUG Wiki, Discussion Forums, Blog – wiki.piug.org 
• PIUG LinkedIn Group – 378 registrants (as of 8/18) 
• PIUG Twitter – 1132 followers (8/18) 

http://www.piug.org/
http://wiki.piug.org/
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PIUG Electronic Communications 
Committee 

Website/Wiki Upgrades 
• PIUG Website 

• Now mobile-responsive 
• PIUG HomePage - News and Banner 
• Conference pages 

• PIUG-PIAC Asia Session  
• PIUG Conference Presentations (Members Only) 

• PIUG Wiki 
• Major Confluence upgrade and redesign for 

improved and enhanced functionality 
• Mobile-responsive 
• Login with email address or username 
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PIUG Electronic Communications 
Committee   

Social Media Initiatives 

• Convene app for 2016 Annual Conference  
• Quick access to agenda items 
• Facilitate networking at the conference 

• LinkedIn PIUG Group – A means for expanding 
PIUG membership and participation. 378 
registrants—all PIUG members. Opening it to 
non-members is under discussion. 
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Education and Training 
Committee (ETC) 

John Zabilski, Chair 
  • Objective: Provide educational opportunities 

that improve the knowledge and searching 
skills of patent information professionals 

• Activities: 2015-2016 
PIUG Patent Searching Fundamentals 
PIUG Freedom to Operate Fundamentals 
Considering additional courses covering patent 

classification, legal status, or visualization for 2017  
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Education and Training 
Committee  Activities 

• PIUG Patent Searching Fundamentals  
     at USPTO on March 30-31, 2016 

• Prestigious location 
• Convenient to public transportation 

• Next offered Spring 2017 at the USPTO 



• Exploring options for delivering on-demand 
training materials 
• Building a basic curriculum available on the 

website including: 
• Search fundamentals 
• Certification topics 

• Considering offering intermediate to advanced 
webinars from contracted PIUG experts 
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Education and Training 
Committee Activities  
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Partnerships and Patent 
Offices Committee (PPOC) 

Cynthia Barcelon-Yang (Co-Chair) 
Stephen Adams (Co-Chair) 

 Objectives 
• Combine the activities of the formerly dormant Patent Offices 

Committee with several outreach activities from other 
organizations like PDG, CEPIUG, LES, AIIP, etc. and the more 
recent collaboration with IPPH (Intellectual Property Publishing 
House), a division of the SIPO (State Intellectual Property 
Office) of China.  

• Operate synergistically to cover many areas of common ground 
in relationships with other user groups and with the various 
international patent offices (eg, WIPO, EPO, USPTO). 

 
 



35 

• PIUG-WIPO Partnership: 
• PIUG – accredited WIPO Observer. 

• PIUG is participating in the WIPO LEGAL STATUS TASK FORCE - formed 
by the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS), to tackle the specific task 
of preparing a first draft WIPO standard on legal status information. 

• Progress has been slow, but encouraging 
• Susanne Hantos and Stephen Adams  are representing PIUG andhave been providing 

input to the process. 

• Patent Offices delegates are beginning to realise the needs of users and industry, and 
showing some flexibility to adapt their data to make it more understandable and easy 
to use. 

 

Partnerships and Patent Offices 
Committee Activities 
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• PIUG-USPTO Partnership: 
• Global Dossier – an IP5 initiative. USPTO approached PIUG about 

presenting Global Dossier and CPC workshops at PIUG conferences. 

• PIUG has been invited to participate at events hosted at the USPTO. 
 

Partnerships and Patent Offices 
Committee Activities 
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• PIUG-PIAC (IPPH/SIPO) Partnership: 
• PIUG is participating this year at the Patent Information 

Annual Conference of China (PIAC) hosted by Intellectual 
Property Publishing House (IPPH) 

Objectives: 
• Provide technically-strong patent information 

presentations/discussions at the PIAC conference 
• Increase awareness of PIUG among PIAC attendees and 

hopefully incentivize them to become PIUG members 
• Establish ongoing exchange of information between IPPH 

and PIUG 
 

 

Partnerships and Patent Offices 
Committee Activities 



Join Patent Information Users Group to learn 
from the experts, share your experiences and 

network with patent information professionals 
worldwide! 

* Reduced Annual Membership Fee for Emerging Countries - $50/year 
 * Introductory Special Rate - $20/year if you register (use discount code)  

before Oct. 1, 2016 
http://www.piug.org/membership 

 
Contact Cynthia Barcelon Yang (cynthia.yang@bms.com) or Qin Meng 

(qinmengbe@gmail.com) for Discount Code 
38 

Conclusion 

http://www.piug.org/membership
http://www.piug.org/page-1403341
http://www.piug.org/page-1403341
http://www.piug.org/page-1403341
http://www.piug.org/page-1403341
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•  PIUG 2016 Northeast Conference  
26-28 September 2016 

Renaissance Woodbridge Hotel, Iselin, NJ, USA 
 

• PIUG 2017 Biotechnology Conference  
27-28 February 2017 

Embassy Suites by Hilton Boston – Logan Airport, Boston, MA, USA 
 

• PIUG 2017 Annual Conference 
20 – 25 May 2017 

Crowne Plaza Atlanta Perimeter at Ravinia, Atlanta, GA, USA 
 

 

Upcoming PIUG Conferences 
www.piug.org 
wiki.piug.org 

 

http://www.piug.org/
http://wiki.piug.org/
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