PIUG 2011 Annual Conference Workshop
Understanding the World's Major Patent Classification Schemes

Time and location

Tuesday, May 24: 3:15pm-6:15pm. Plenary Room (Regency A/B/C)

Abstract

Successful searches for areas of technology where US and European companies compete
heavily with Asian companies often require the combined use of all available classification
schemes. This session will compare the overall concept and philosophy of IPC, ECLA (the
EPO's classification system), USPC (the United States classification system), and of the FI and
F-terms classification systems created by the Japan Patent Office (JPO). Participants will learn
about the strengths and shortcomings of each classification scheme and how to select the best
classification to execute effective searches. The session will illustrate ways of identifying
relevant classification symbols and demonstrate searches with IPC, ECLA and FI/F-terms.
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