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Abstract

This workshop provides a quick review of patenting-related processes (US, EP,
WO), the EP Register and ECLA, patent law basics, and tips for interpretation of
claim language. The course also presents / compares some basic approaches
for patentability, validity and freedom-to-operate research, including questions to
ask during reference interviews (focusing on attorneys vs. scientists), a few
specifics about searching on multiple systems, and some tips for reporting. To
the extent possible, the course is taught from both a U.S. and European
perspective.

Recommended background for attendees: At least 2 years of patent searching
experience.

Maximum: 20 course participants
Biographies

Lucy Akers is a U.S. patent agent with a degree in chemistry. She worked for
five years as an independent patent information consultant and has held
corporate positions with Shell and ExxonMobil. Lucy is the Past Chair of the
Patent Information Users Group (PIUG), Inc. and is currently a senior patent
analyst with Bristol-Myers Squibb.

Aalt van de Kuilen is the current President of the European Confederation of
Patent Information User Groups and a Board Member of WON (the Dutch patent
information user group). He worked with the WON and the GO Institute (in the
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professionals. Aalt is currently employed by Solvay Pharmaceuticals as a senior
patent information professional.

Logistics:

Date: Thursday, May 22" 2008, Time: 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Location: Jefferson Conference Room, Hyatt Regency Crystal City
Cost: Early Bird - $195.00, Regular Registration - $250.00



