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Abstract:

The efforts of the Trilateral Patent Offices in making patent information more available,
comprehensive and easy to use are a significant development in patent information.
The ability to obtain information free of charge from their web sites coupled with cost
saving on-line searching techniques enable the budget conscious searcher to provide
excellent results within budget constraints.

An independent searcher in particular, when working for small business entities and
law firms, often does not have access to specialized indexing and coding services. For
the independent searcher a primary challenge is finding alternatives to these value-
added resources. Information and tools provided by the Trilateral Patent Offices have
proven crucial to the ability of independent searchers to continue to provide high-level
patent information to clients.

Examples will show:

+ the use of the ECLA, IPC and US Classification Codes to perform searches;

+ the use of forward and backward citation searching in the USPTO database to

generate additional results;

+ the use of databases of full-text and images of patent documents to do

preliminary searches, to analyze search results and to prepare reports

+ the availability of patent family information on the Internet

+ some online database cost saving techniques

The resources available over the Internet, combined with judicious use of online
searching, can enable the independent patent searcher to provide an excellent set of
results for the client at a reasonable cost and within a reasonable time frame. Such
resources and techniques can benefit all searchers.
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