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Patent Families and Where to Find Them
by Robert Austin, Fiz-Karlsruhe

Abstract:

Patent applications and granted patents describing the global protection sought for a single invention
are often referred to as a patent family. There are a number of databases which offer patent family
information, but they vary in timeliness, backfile, patent authority, publication-type and technology
coverage. In addition, especially where more complex relationships between related patent
publications exist, the various databases often have quite different definitions of a what a patent
family actually is. The author will review the basic principles of patent family construction and, using
a few comparative examples, contrast the key features and benefits of various relevant databases,
including Derwent World Patents Index(r), CAplusSM and INPADOC
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